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Even the Critics 
Can Benefit 

Srila A. C. Bhaktivedanta 
Swami Prabhupada 

^ ' We are spreading the glories of 
Krishna by pushing forward this Krishna con- 
sciousness movement. Krishna's reputation, five 
thousand years after the Battle of Kurukshetra, is 
still expanding throughout the world. Every im- 
portant individual within this world must have 
heard of Krishna, especially at the present moment, 
due to the Krishna consciousness movement. Even 
people who do not like us and want to suppress 
the movement are also somehow or other chant- 
ing Hare Krishna. They say, "The Hare Krishna 
people should be chastised." Such foolish people 
do not realize the true value of this movement, but 
the mere fact that they want to criticize it gives them 
a chance to chant Hare Krishna, and this is its suc- 
cess. — purport to Bhag. 5.14.43 

A Container to Receive Prema 

Srila Gour Govinda Swami Maharaja 

namo maha-vadanyaya krsna-prema-pradaya te 
krsnaya krsna-caitanya-namne gaura-tvise namah 

O most munificent incarnation! You are Krishna 
Chaitanya Mahaprabhu. You have assumed the 
golden colour of Srimati Radharani, and You are 
widely distributing pure love of Krishna. We offer 
our respectful obeisances unto You. 1 



This is the pranama-mantra offered by Srila Rupa 
Goswami. When we offer obeisances to Chaitanya 
Mahaprabhu we offer this pranama-mantra. 
Chaitanya Mahaprabhu is maha-vadanyayavatara, 
the most munificent incarnation, because He gives 
krsna-prema. No other incarnation gives krsna- 
prema. Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu is non-differ- 
ent from Krishna and He gives krsna-prema with- 
out discrimination. Patita pamara ndhi bache — He 
never discriminates whether one is very elevated 
or very degraded. Even on the part of Lord 
Brahma such krsna-prema is very difficult to at- 
tain. So how can we get it? It is only by the cause- 
less mercy of Mahaprabhu. He never considers 
whether one deserves it or not. Generally, you get 
what you deserve. But Sriman Mahaprabhu is so 
wonderfully merciful, wonderfully magnanimous 
and wonderfully munificent that he offers krsna- 
prema indiscriminately to one and all. Still, does 
everyone get it? That is another question. 

Liquid Mellow 

Mahaprabhu gives prema-rasa, loving mellow. 

ananda-lilamaya-vigrahaya 

hemabha-divya-cchavi-sundaraya 

tasmai maha-prema-rasa-pradaya 

caitanya-candraya namo namas te 

O Lord Chaitanya-chandra! O Lord whose form is 
full of blissful pastimes! O Lord whose complexion 
is as splendid as gold! O Lord who gives in charity 
the most glorious mellow of pure love for Lord 
Krishna ! I offer my respectful obeisances unto You. 2 



Wage — I 

Srila Prabhodhananda Saraswati uses the 
phrase "maha-prema-rasa" . When referring to 
mellow, rasa, it is not something solid. It is liq- 
uid. Prema-rasa is to be tasted, relished. Have 
you gotten prema? No? Mahaprabhu is the giver 
and we are the receivers. We should receive 
krsna-prema. So why is it that we cannot receive 
it? If I offer to give you something: "All right, 
take this." How will you take it? You may stretch 
out your hand and say, "Yes. Give me, give me, 
give me." But this is mellow. If someone gives 
you some mellow you need to have a proper 
container in which to receive it. If there are holes 
in your container, how can you receive it? Ev- 
erything will pour out. With what type of con- 
tainer shall we approach Mahaprabhu to re- 
ceive the prema-rasa that He is giving? 

If you go to the Ganges with a pot that is com- 
pletely filled to the brim with filthy, nasty things, 
how can you get Ganges water? You must ex- 
amine the pot to see whether it is suitable or 
not. If it is filled with filthy things, first remove 
them and wash it out. Let it be vacant. Then 
you can get Ganges water. Similarly, 
Mahaprabhu is giving prema-rasa, loving mel- 
low. So how can we approach Him, and with 
what kind of container? Do you know? 

Lions Milk 

Another question is there. You can put the 
milk of a cow in an earthen pot, but can you 
put the milk of a lioness in an earthen pot? If 
you go to receive the milk of a lioness in an 
earthen pot, you cannot get it because the milk 
of a lioness is very strong. An earthen pot has 
many pores in it, so it will crack and everything 
will pour out. To get the milk of a lioness a 
golden pot is required. Mahaprabhu gives 
prema-rasa, loving mellow. You must approach 
Him with a proper container that has no holes 
in it. It is said that Chaitanya is like a lion, 
caitanya-sirhha. He roars like a lion, He has the 
shoulders of a lion, and He was born in the 
sirhha-rasi, phalgunT purnima the full moon day 
of the month of Phalgun. 

He is a lion, caitanya-sirhha. So when He gives 
prema-rasa, what type of container is required to 
receive it? The proper container is the heart. You 
cannot receive it with your hands or any other 
container. The container is your heart. Only with 
that container can you get the prema-rasa given 
by Mahaprabhu. But you should examine your 
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heart to see that there are no holes in it. Is it a 
pure heart? If there are holes or nasty things in it, 
how can you get prema-rasa? Kama, krodha, lobha, 
moha, mada and matsarya: lust, anger, greed, pride, 
arrogance and enviousness. These are the nasty 
things. These are the holes in the container. Al- 
though Mahaprabhu gives indiscriminately to one 
and all, why is it that one and all are not getting 
it? How will our hearts be free from all these 
things? How can we take care of the container of 
the heart so that we may receive Mahaprabhu' s 
mercy and make a success of our human birth? 

Offer Respect to All 

Mahaprabhu gives this prema through chant- 
ing the holy name. 

hare krsna hare krsna krsna krsna hare hare 
hare rama hare rama rama rama hare hare 

mukhya patijwa paya krsna-prema dhana 
niraparadhe natna laile paya prema-dhana 

If your chanting is pure, offenseless, then you 
will definitely get krsna-prema. Do not commit 
any offenses, namaparadha. Chant the pure 
name. Mahaprabhu gives prema through chant- 
ing, but He gives a condition: 

trnad api sumcena tar or iva sahisnuna 
amanina manadena kirtanfyah sada harih 

One should think oneself much humbler than 
a blade of grass lying in the street. Taror iva 
sahisnuna — one should be as tolerant as a tree. 
Amanina manadena — we should not demand 
respect for ourselves but rather we should give 
respect to one and all. The pot of the heart 
should be made up of these four constituents. 
Mahaprabhu is the giver and you are the re- 
ceiver. If your pot is not made up of these con- 
stituents, how can you receive? 

A Vaishnava is Prideless 

To explain this verse, Kaviraja Goswami has 
written: 

uttama haha apanake mane trnadhama 
dui-prakare sahisnuta kare vrksa-sama 

These are the symptoms of one who chants the Hare 
Krishna maha-mantra: Although he is very exalted, 
he thinks himself lower than the grass on the ground, 
and, like a tree, he tolerates everything in two ways: 4 

vrksa yena katileha kichu na bolaya 
sukaha maileha kare panina magaya 
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"When a tree is cut down it does not protest, and even 
when drying up it does not ask anyone for water. 5 

yei ye magaye, tare deya apana-dhana 
gharma-vrsti sake, anera karaye raksana 

The tree delivers its fruits, flowers and whatever it 
possesses to anyone and everyone. It tolerates 
scorching heat and torrents of rain, yet it still gives 
shelter to others. 6 

uttama hana vaisnava habe nirabhimana 
jive sammana dibejani' 'krsna '-adhisthana 

Although a vaisnava is the most exalted person, he 
is prideless and gives all respect to everyone, know- 
ing everyone to be the resting-place of Krishna. 7 

A vaisnava is a very elevated person, but his mood 
is, "I am the lowest of the low. Everyone is superior 
to me. No one is below me." That is trnad api sunTcena 
— no pride at all. In Bhagavad-gita Krishna says, 

dambho darpo 'bhimanas ca krodhah parusyam eva ca 
ajnanam cabhijatasya partha sampadam asurlm 

Pride, arrogance, conceit, anger, harshness and 
ignorance - these qualities belong to those of de- 
moniac nature, O son of Prtha. 8 

Pride is a demoniac quality. A vaisnava is 
prideless. He gives respect to one and all because 
he sees Krishna in the heart of everyone — 
krsna-adhisthana. He does not disrespect even a 
tiny ant because he sees the relationship with 
Krishna, "This is Krishna's jiva." 

ei-mata haila yei krsna-nama laya 
srl-krsna-carane tanra prema upajaya 

If one chants the holy name of Krishna in this man- 
ner, he will certainly awaken his dormant love for 
Krishna's lotus feet. 9 

This is the condition given by Mahaprabhu. 
Although Mahaprabhu gives krsna-prema, and 
although we may chant for many years, still we 
cannot get it if we do not follow His teachings. 
We have so much pride, arrogance, conceit, and 
ignorance — all demoniac qualities. We are not 
taking care of the pot. Our heart is the container 
in which we can receive the prema-rasa given 
by Mahaprabhu. But we have not examined the 
pot. Our pot has so many holes that although 
He gives, everything just pours out. We must 
understand this. Krishna says that this pride, 
arrogance, conceit, harshness and ignorance are 
demoniac characteristics. Demons are generally 
proud, puffed-up persons. But one who has 
come to this path of devotional service should 
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not be proud at all. He should be very humble, 
much humbler than a blade of grass. A vaisnava 
is a very elevated person, but he always thinks, 
"I am the lowest of the low." Mahaprabhu is 
teaching this, not theoretically, but practically. 

Notes 



1 Cc. madhya 19.53. 

2 Sri Caitanya-candramrta 
text 9. 

3 Siksastaka 3. 

4 Cc. antya 20.22. 



5 Cc. antya 20.23. 

6 Cc. antya 20.24. 

7 Cc. antya 20.25. 

8 Bg. 16.4. 

9 Cc. antya 20.26. 



Regaining a Lost Kingdom 

Excerpts from the Life of 
Maharaja Chodagangadev 

Devendravarma Rajaraja of the Ganga dy- 
nasty ruled Kalinga, Central Orissa, from A.D. 
1070 to 1078. After his untimely death his son, 
Ananta Chodagangadev, became king at a very 
young age. A great devotee of Lord Jagannath, 
Maharaja Chodagangadev is credited with hav- 
ing built the present temple of Jagannath in 
Puri. (Until the beginning of the twentieth cen- 
tury scholars had credited Maharaja 
Anangabhim II with the building of the 
Jagannath temple. But in 1990 two copper plate 
inscriptions were found in Puri at the Trimali 
Math. These, together with the copper plates 
of the Ganga king Narasirhha II which were 
found in 1892, clearly identify Maharaja 
Chodagangadev as the builder.) 

The following story from the life of Chodagangadev 
is found, with some small variations, in the history 
books of Andhra Pradesh, as well as in the 
Rajacarita of the Madalapanji, containing the his- 
tory of the kings of Orissa, and also in the 
Ramacarita of Sandyakar Nandi, a contemporary 
of Chodagangadev in Bengal. 

Curse of Bhimakavi 

Once, the powerful ascetic poet Bhimakavi 
came to visit the court of Maharaja 
Chodagangadev. When he was refused en- 
trance, Bhimakavi became very angry and 
cursed Chodagangadev that within thirty- 
two days he would lose his kingdom and 
all of his wealth to his enemies. Shortly af- 
ter this, the king of Sajjanagara (Jajpur) in- 
vaded his kingdom and Chodaganga had to 
flee. One of Chodagangadev's enemies was 
made king. 
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Chodagangadev was left wandering alone 
with no friends and no place to go. During the 
darkness of night he fell down in a ditch by the 
road. Just then a man was passing by in a 
palanquin. Seeing the distress of 
Chodagangadev the man got down and gave 
him assistance. The former king explained who 
he was and that his current plight was due to 
his offense to the great Bhimakavi. Hearing the 
words of Chodagangadev the man became 
pleased and revealed that he was actually 
Bhimakavi. He then blessed Raja 
Chodagangadev that he would soon defeat the 
king of Sajjanagara and regain his kingdom. 

Theatre 

Some days after this a traveling theatre group 
of the Kucipudi Bhagavata sect was passing by. They 
were on their way to Kalinga-nagara (present- 
day Cuttack), the capital of Kalinga, for the 
pattabhisekha, grand coronation ceremony of the 
new king. On the way the man carrying all of 
their musical instruments had died and they were 
in need of a replacement. They saw 
Chodagangadev sitting by the road singing a song. 
Not recognizing him as the former king, they in- 
vited him to carry their musical instruments in 
exchange for meals. Chodagangadev agreed and 
they shortly arrived at Kalinga-nagara. 
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The new king made all arrangements for the 
theatre party. It was decided that they would 
perform a drama of how the king had de- 
feated Chodagangadev and captured the 
throne. The chief of the group decided that 
since he was very brave and could sing well, 
the newly recruited member of the troupe 
would be the best person to play 
Chodagangadev. For his costume they took 
the sword, horse and crown of the new king. 
On the day of the performance, the king, 
his ministers, and many people gathered to 
see. When the curtains opened they saw 
Chodagandadev sitting on a horse with a 
sword and a crown. Everyone was amazed 
to see how much the actor looked like 
Chodagangadev. Chodagangadev suddenly 
jumped into the audience, came near the 
new king, and with a single swoop of his 
sword cut off his head. He then sat down 
in his former throne and declared to his old 
ministers that it was actually he, 
Chodagangadev. The now dead king's fol- 
lowers fled the kingdom in fear. $$ 

Adapted from Kailash Chandra Dash. Legend, History and Culture of India. 
Calcutta. Punthi-Pustak. 1997. 

Wander in Vrindavan 

bhratar bhogah su-bhuktah ka iha na bhavata 

napi samsara madhye 
vidya-danadhvaradyaih kati kati jagati khyati- 

pujady-alabdhah 
adyahare 'pi yadrcchika uru-gunavan apy aho 

samvrtatma 
srimad-vrndavane 'smin satatam ata sakhe 

sarvato mukta-sangah 

O brother, what kinds of enjoyment have 
you not already experienced in this world 
of birth and death? What kind of fame and 
worship have you not already attained in 
this world by scholarship, charity and sac- 
rifice? For today, O friend, simply accept 
whatever food comes unsought, look to see 
the good qualities in others and not their 
faults, do not put yourself forward but re- 
main obscure and unknown, and continu- 
ally wander without any companion in this 
beautiful forest of Vrindavan. $$ 

— Srila Prabhodananda Saraswati's Sri Vrndavana-mahimamrta 2.14. 
Translated by Sripad Kusakratha Prabhu 



